WILL A MAN ROB GOD?

Kevin Presley

The prophets of the Old Testament delivered some stinging rebukes to Israel. They were there to rebuke
and warn the people and give them hope for what was to come, ultimately, in Christ. Much of their
writing, however, dealt with the sins and shortcomings of the people.

In Malachi chapter 3, beginning in verse 6, the prophet says: “For | am the LORD, | change not; therefore
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” (In other words, God had made covenantal promises that He would
fulfill through Israel, and if it were not for that, their sins would have already led to their complete
destruction.) He goes on: “even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances,
and have not kept them. Return unto me, and | will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye
said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation.”

This was but one way in which the ancient leaders of Israel offended God by their conduct. You may be
saying, “here we go, another TV preacher talking about tithing and begging for money...” No! In fact, if
you have watched this program for long, you know we NEVER solicit money from you. We do not sell
products here not ever ask for donations. Not only that, but it is also my conviction that tithing was an
Old Testament practice that involved crops and other tangible products, whereas the New Testament
only teaches a freewill offering to the local church by its own members on the first day of the week. So,
no our study today is not really about money and you are not going to hear any kind of appeal. | actually
want focus on other ways in which people today are robbing God.

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets, delivering to Judah, the last words that would
come from God for 400 years until John the Baptist burst upon the scene. Like John, Malachi was a
‘voice crying out in the barren wilderness’ of sin and indifference. God’s patience with Israel had worn
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thin, and this was a ‘revival or ruin’” message God’s final spokesman was delivering to a sinful people.
Since the return from exile, things had deteriorated until the priests and people alike were steeped in
wickedness, hard-hearted, self-justifying, and rejecting of any appeals from God to repent.

Of the many sins Malachi laid to their charge, our text deals with their sin of “robbing God”. This seemed
to them to be a ridiculous accusation since to ‘rob’ means to take something by force. So, they
incredulously replied, “how have we robbed God?” The Lord replied: “In tithes and offerings. Ye are
cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of
hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it.” (Malachi 3:8-10) Tithing was an annual contribution to the Levite priests of
one tenth of their harvest, according to Numbers 18:21. It was not money, but grain and other such
products that they brought to the temple storehouse to be kept for the needs of the priests. ‘Offerings’
refers to other contributions stipulated in the law of Moses, perhaps the ‘heave offering’ spoken of in
Numbers 18:11 that was given to the priests as well.

The apostles of Christ did not enjoin tithing on the New Testament church. Paul spoke of a collection
that was to be taken up every first day of the week from members of the congregation for the needy
saints, but the requirement of giving a tenth of our belongings is not specified or stipulated in the New
Testament. We who are already Christians are simply instructed to give to the work of the church
generously, with a cheerful heart (1 Corinthians 16:1-2, and 2 Corinthians 9:7. If you would like to learn
more about the difference between that and tithing in the Old Testament, | encourage you to go to our
website or YouTube channel ‘Let the Bible Speak TV’ and search for the program “Is Tithing For Today?”.
But Judah WAS expected to tithe, and they were withholding those tithes and other offerings, and God
called that theft. He said they were “robbing God”. It is just as possible to rob the Lord today and in
other ways. And that’s what I'd like to focus on for the next few minutes.

First, we need to be careful that we do not become guilty of robbing God of His glory and honor. God is
very protective of His glory and will not allow lowly man to exalt Himself to God’s high and holy place.
He is to be revered and worshipped. We are not to be guilty of trying to bring God down to our level.
The profanity and blasphemy that we see in our culture should be shocking and chilling. The ways in
which people speak about the God of heaven, make light of Him, flippantly use His holy name as a curse
word, and treat holy things as common should deeply disturb us. We should never get used to hearing
people speak about God that way. Exodus 20:7 says, “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God
in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” The word ‘vain’ means
empty, worthless, or as nothing. Psalm 29:2, “Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship
the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” The first commandment given to Israel on Mount Sinai, was “Thou
shalt have no other gods before me.” And He then said: “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the LORD thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me;” God will not allow His glory and honor to be taken and given to
another with impunity. Many do so, however, and perhaps, like the priests in Malachi’s day, don’t think
they’re doing so.

Another way we can become guilty of this is not only by trying to lower God but by exalting ourselves.
Men who are elevated above others and wear titles of honor that only belong to God are robbing God of

His glory. Did you know the New Testament never speaks of preachers as ‘reverend’? Psalms 111:9 says
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that holy and reverend is the name of God. He is to be revered. Yes, the bible teaches that we are to
honor one another in so much as honor is due, but that doesn’t mean that we use terms and titles that
elevate men because of what they do. It’s one thing to describe the nature of the work that a person
does, and it is something else to use a title to describe the person themselves. For example, Jesus said in
Matthew 23:9, “And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.”
Jesus is obviously using the word “father” in a spiritual sense because He, Himself, in Matthew 19:19,
affirmed Moses’ command to honor our physical ‘fathers and mothers’. But we are not to call any man
our father in a spiritual sense, because that title belongs to God, our heavenly Father. Now, I'm aware
that Paul once recommended the younger Timothy to the church at Philippi, saying that he had served
Paul in the work of the gospel like a father does a son. Paul is not wearing the title of father, though. He
is simply comparing the faithful service of Timothy to the service of a faithful son to his physical father
here on earth. It’s wrong to ascribe a spiritual title of ‘Father’ to a preacher, priest, or anyone else
except God. That is elevating him to a place he does not belong.

The bible talks about elders or pastors (those refer to the same work, by the way), and it talks about
deacons, evangelists, and teachers, and so forth. But these are not titles of position. They are mere
descriptions of the work they have been appointed to do. Elders are to be respected and submitted to,
but they are not church CEQ’s. They are not super-Christians or necessarily closer to God than anyone
else. They are shepherds and overseers. They guide and lead the people in the congregation where they
are. And we should not see them as anything more. Evangelists, as the word itself means, are men who
are sent by the church to preach. They are sent to convert people to Christ, establish and train
congregations, and bring them to maturity. They are not to be set on a pedestal above others. When
Cornelius received Peter into his house in Acts 10:25-26, he fell down at Peter’s feet and worshipped
him, but Peter forbade him to do so. He didn’t allow him to kiss his toe or show undue adoration.
Rather, Peter said, “Stand up, | myself also am a man.” And so are all men in the church today. They are
only men who should never receive glory due only to God.

Now, related to that, and secondly. God is not to be robbed of His authority. Now, God, being the
creator, sustainer, and ruler of His universe, possesses all authority. The bible teaches that He delegated
that authority in the process of ruling His earth and making His purposes and will known to mankind. For
example, Jesus said after He went to the cross, resurrected, and was leaving for glory to be enthroned at
God’s right hand, “All power (authority) in heaven and on earth has been given unto me.” (Matthew
28:18). God'’s rule is now expressed in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus, in turn, delegated a
measure of that authority to the apostles He chose and left in the first century because it was through
the work of these men inspired by the Holy Spirit that Christ would make His will as King known and
published to mankind. Those men left us with the New Testament scriptures, which are complete and
sufficient to guide us in the will of God. So, the authority of God, vested in Jesus Christ, is expressed
today in the writings of His ambassadors, the apostles, in the New Testament scriptures. That means
that the New Testament is our sole authority in the church. Men and women do not have the right to
change or set aside the scriptures and institute some other way of doing things. We have no right to
preach anything except what the word of God teaches. Peter said, “If any man speak, let him speak as
the oracles of God.” (1 Peter 4:11). 1 Corinthians 4:16 says that we are not to “think of men above that
which is written.” We are forbidden from adding to or taking away from the word of God. (Revelation
22:18-19) When men form councils and creeds to govern the body of Christ beyond what is already
written in scripture, they are usurping authority that doesn’t belong to them. When people insist on
introducing teachings, lifestyles, practices, and innovations upon the doctrine of Christ into the church
for which there is no scriptural authority, they are assuming authority that belongs to God and not
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them. God is the author of our faith and we have no right to amend it, change it, violate it, or ignore it.
To do so, is to rob God of His authority.

And then, third, God must not be robbed of his justice. It is God’s prerogative to mete out justice for
evildoing. And God has promised to do that in His time. Yes, there are certain situations where God has
delegated the task to certain people. In the Old Testament, during the theocracy of physical Israel, God
commission their kings with the armies to retribute enemy nations who had sinned against God and
against His people. He sent Saul to war with the Amalekites and that is just one example. God told His
people when to do that, however. They were acting at God’s behest as God’s means of carrying out
vengeance or judgment. God has not given the church of Christ that responsibility, however. In fact,
Jesus gave Pilate a preview of His kingdom in John 18:36, saying that “my kingdom is not of this world. If
my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight.” But He has not sent His church forth
with weapons of carnal war to advance the kingdom of heaven or to judge the sinful world. He sends us
forth with the entreaty of peace which is the saving gospel of Jesus Christ. When Isaiah prophesied of
the church in Isaiah 2:4, he said, “...and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

Christians have no right to carry out vengeance on another, whether it be an individual, organization, or
nation. When there is sin inside the church, that is to be dealt with through church disciple (1
Corinthians 5) to bring the sinner to repentance and protect the church from the influence of sin but
that is not the same thing as seeking and carrying out vengeance. Paul said that when civil laws are
broken, we are to leave that to those civil authorities to prosecute and deal with those crimes (Romans
13:1-7) and the Christian’s relationship to those worldly authorities is to submit to their ordinances and
pay our taxes to fund them to do that job. It is not the Christian’s place to mete out vengeance. Rather,
Paul is drawing a line between the civil state and those within the church because while he says in
chapter 13 that they are the ones who are to enforce the laws that protect us from evil and harm, he
immediately precedes that in chapter 12, verses 19-21 by saying to the church: “Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith
the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou
shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”

When we as Christians seek vengeance and retribution against our enemies, we are robbing God of His
place to judge and mete out punishment. Christians should pray for those who mistreat them. We
should stun the world by our ethic of offering good to even the worst. Christians should be of the
disposition that we are ready and anxious to forgive and prayerful and hopeful for the repentance of
wrongdoers. You may say, but that lets bad people get off the hook. Absolutely not! It rather in trusting
God to do what He promised to do. If the wicked do not repent, God will execute judgment far more
justly than we ever could. Let God judge the hearts and motives of men because He promises that He
will. Let God mete out vengeance, because the day is coming when He certainly will.

And finally, WE MUST NOT ROB GOD OF HIS DUE WORSHIP AND DEVOTION. We should obviously not
worship any man besides God who became man — Jesus Christ. Our worship is to be reserved for God
alone. But that not only means we don’t worship people, but we don’t give earthly things the devotion
and place in our hearts that belongs to God. He is to be first in every aspect of our lives, our body, heart,
mind, soul, and strength. He is to receive the first of our possessions, our time, our talents, our attention
and care, and our service. Anything less is robbing God and giving what is His to ourselves or to some
other person or thing. Listen to what God said in the opening verses of Malachi, in chapter 1, beginning
in verse 6: “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if | am a father, where is MY honor?

4|Page



LET THE BIBLE SPEAK

And if | am a master, where is MY respect?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests who despise My
name. But you say, ‘How have we despised Your name?’ You are presenting defiled food upon My altar.
But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.” But
when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is it not
evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you
kindly?” says the Lord of hosts.”

You see, they were dishonoring God by giving Him less than He deserved. In fact, they were giving Him
the scraps and the leftovers. Aren’t many of us guilty of that today? Don’t many professing Christians
give more to themselves, their comfort, their pleasure, and their beloved causes and pursuits than they
do their creator and then perhaps give Him an hour once in a while and think they are serving the Lord?
Are we denying God the devotion and honor due Him? How many things do we put before the Lord in
our lives? If we are not careful and examine ourselves, we may find ourselves robbing God.
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